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Our holidays (and especially our Jewish holi-
days) are grounded in a reassuring repetitive-
ness. No matter how much has changed during
the past year, we can count on our holidays to
occur at virtually the same time, and we can
count on our customs and traditions to create
for each of us a mix of nostalgia, comfort, and
time for introspection and reflection.

Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur typically take place in the September
time frame, and coincide with the start of the school year and the transi-
tion from summer to fall. These High Holidays are typically together
viewed as the fibeginningdo of the
a kind of annual pilgrimage to shu/i a pilgrimage that each of us has
made as far back as we can remember. Sitting in sAu/ during Rosh Ha-
shanah and Yom Kippur, it is hard to not think about the times we when
we went to shul/ for the High Holidays as children T no doubt hanging out
and using the time away from school to catch up with friends, and to
spend time together as a family. For many of us, the time at shAu/ will
bring back memories of High Holidays spent with relatives who are no
longer with us, and of times spent with our children or grandchildren, who
were then much younger. Whether spent davening or in the halls socializ-
ing, the High Holidays are a time when we will inevitably think about our
past, while we simultaneously reflect on our present, and ponder our fu-
ture.

This year, our services will be led by our new Rabbi, Joshua Gruenberg.
We wi | | al so have a new fivisitingd
with Rabbi Gruenberg as our spiritual leader, we anticipate that the ex-
perience will be a very high energy experience, with a renewed emphasis
on each of us as an individual and together as a community. Of course,
as with past years, we anticipate a very full sanctuary with limited parking
and, at times, seating (the solution, of course, is to arrive early). And, as
with past years, we will be reaching out to you on Kol Nidre to help out
our financial needs -- and we ask that you each be especially generous
supporting this most crucial annual tradition because, well i we really
need the money! As with past years, child care and related services will
be provided, but please sign up so we can plan appropriately.

We look very, very forward to seeing each of you at shul for the High
Holidays (and, hopefully, far more often), and we wish each of you a very
healthy and happy start of our new year.

Wictiael & Randy

PS: As with past years, parking will be limited. Please car pool if possi-
ble. Overflow parking will be at the Lower Makefield Township Pool park-
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Monday- Thursday

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
Morning Minyan

8:00 AM
7:00 AM

Evening Minyan
7:30 PM

Shabbat Services

Friday 7:30 PM
Saturday 9:30 AM
Tot Shathbat 9/17/11 10:%0 AM
ewlil s year , and they
Jr. Congregation 9/17/11 10:00 AM

HOURS OF OPERATION

Synagogue Office Hours
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Monday- Thursday 9AM-5PM
Friday 9 AM -2 PM
Rabbi 6s Office
Tues, Wed, Thurs 10 AM-12 PM
1PM- 3PM
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Library Hours

Monday 1:0@ 3:30 PM ;
Sunday 9:00 AMd Noon
Shabbad after Services
or by appointment by contacting
Renee Flager at (215) 94%25
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There is an ephemeral joy that | always associate with the beginning of the school yea
Summer s | ong splendid days have waned
ebbed into the coming responsibilities. Intuitively, | should have memories of hating the
ginning of school, and | do remember that my stigetd joy usually only lasted until | re-
ceived the first meaningful assignment of a particular year. Yet, it is that brief happiness that | felt at the begdacingcbbol year
that was the strongest memory of each new term.

In my younger years | think | was most excited about brand new school supplies, seeing who my teacher was, which friemag were
class, and of course showing off my yearly improved sports skills. As | grew older | was more excited to see frierstigjeshénem

the summer, and show off my new and improved sports skills.

Finally, as | got to College and Rabbini&dhool, the new school year brought excitement at the prospect of challenginfferedtdi
learning. It allowed me to catch up with friends, and of course it allowed me to show off my new and improved spoifogaliian
imagine my surprise when as the employee of a school coming back for theaelrought sleepless nights, hours of preparasiod

the inevitability of diminished and less polished sports skills.

Most years the month of September not only brings us the first day of school, but also the holiday of Rosh HashanghantdgHible
about the fleeting joy | used to feel at the beginning of school and the holiday of Rosh Hashanah, | began to seanclachiora we-
tween these oft juxtaposed events. What | discovered is that these events are quite similar in what they do for our lives.

You may not know this but, | was a challenging student to a teacher to say the least. Underneath my joy at all abegrfoindpef

the schoclyear was the thought that with a new teacher, | had a new slate. With a new teacher | could develop a nevipraladiensh
new understanding with myself as a student and with her or him as a teacher. Throughout my years as a student, shsithteacimer
| had a great relationship and those with whom | did not. Each new school year was a chance to build another oné tefatiecgrea
student relationships that | have been privileged to feel during my career as a student.

In many respects, Rosh Hashanah does the same thing. Each year we come to Synagogue on this holiday with an ostatsithigtnew s
has been wiped clean, as we attempt to live our lives as well and as ethically as possible. Rosh Hashanah is therbolidagfiebt

on the previous year and figure out what it is that we need to continue doing and what at which we need to improvevays these
beginning of school and the holiday Rosh Hashanah have the same function in our lives in two different realms.

However, there is another more difficult way in which these two events are quite similar. As | have experienced alltheosletd as a
student is not always wiped completely clean. There are times when a teacher has already heard of your reputatioaaagdutofy t
ferently from the beginning without discovering for themselves whether the reputation is warranted. | have also exigetieercedx-
pecting something out of me as a student because my older sibling was that way, and not allowing me to be an inditidHeedhaRab
also does not completely wipe the slate clean. Those things which we have done wrong to our fellow human beings casddaiie e
ply by showing up to Synagogue on the holiday. We must truly repent and ask the forgiveness of those we have wrodgexh ttnead
repentance does not actually free your slate of wrongdoings. Rather it teaches you to be mindful of them at all tirakgagadéo
working on not repeating them.

While our histories might be erased by neither the beginning of school nor the holiday of Rosh Hashanah, these dayssdpesford
opportunity to change. They empower us to seize the moment at hand and to find a way to do a little better than thegreVinwes
although there may be people or obstacles along our way that make it difficult, it is ultimately within our power to rthgrme #or the
better. Perhaps it was Dr. Seuss who wrote it bestinthe®@dok The Pl acfe¥o woluaddd Wrogi ns in you

on your feet. You can steer yourself in any directi getheyou
one whoo6éll decide where youdéll go. Will you succeed? ns.Toes!
day is your day! Your mountain is waiting, so get on your Vv

My best wishes from me and my family to you and yours for a joyous, peaceful and meaningful new year.

Shanah Tovah

Rabbi Joshua Gruenberg
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Congregation Beth El Presents

Gatherings with the Gruenberg

Sponsored
by the
Rabbinic
Transition

Committee

Please join us in the homes of our members
during the next several months!

All adult members are invited to attend one
of the dairy dessert events listed below.
Please RSVP to the host as space is limited.

Wednesday, September 1&tiBpm
Hosted by Michelle & Michael Weinberg
1329 Apple Blossom Drive Yardley, PA 1906
RSVP: 215211312 oMSW1329@yverizon.net

Wednesday, September ZtsBpm
Hosted by Barbara Fineman
8 Sagebrush Lane Langhorne, PA 19047
RSVP: 213501144 obfinel5@verizon.net

Future dates will be announced soon!



sack to Beth El
BB@Q -

Serving up fun for all ages:

RSVP to the synagogue office by
Wednesday, September 7th,
Call 215-493-1707 x4

or Email

Register@BethElYardley.org



Youth

From the Education Director

Dear Religious School Families,

Shalom! | have been busy along with the religious school fac-
ulty working on plans for the upcoming religious school year, to
which | am very much looking forward!

The first day of religious school will be on Sunday, September
11", beginning at 9am. The faculty and | are extremely eager
to greet and welcome the students back for a fabulous year.
We are equally excited to meet and greet our most important
partners i parents! We invite everyone to join us in the main
sanctuary at 9am for an opening assembly. At 9:45am, stu-
dents will go with their teachers to the classrooms and parents
wi || be invited to stay for
Club, a short informational meeting and schmoozing! Then, at
10:30am, parents will be invited to join students in their reli-
gious school classes for a Meet & Greet! Parents will be able
to meet the teachers, find out what the students will learn this
year, and how everyone can get involved in Jewish education.
Following our Meet & Greet, parents and students will go to the
main sanctuary for a few quick announcements and dismissal,
which will take place at 11:45am.

I f you have not already done
religious school registration form as soon as possible. In order
to make your <childbds religio

one, the teachers must be informed of who is attending their

classes this year. Please help us expedite the process of get-
ting accurate information to teachers by registering today!

Thank you.

b

I look forward to greeting all of you on September 11th at 9am
and to a wonderful year at The Fierverker Religious School!

B6Shal om,

Karen Lewin
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From the TIBE Youth Department

The Youth Department at Beth El has established a joint ven-
ture with Tifereth Israel in Bensalem and we share all youth
activities. We offer 3 fantastic youth groups.

Jr. Kadima is our group for children in the 3-4™ grades .
They have an average of one event a month. | am happy to
have Shira Gold return this year as the Jr. Kadima advisor.
Annual Membership Dues for Jr. Kadima are $25 per child.

Our Kadima group which has a United Synagogue of Con-
servative Judaism regional affiliation is for 5" i 7™ graders .
They average 1 event a month and also have 2 regional
SUPRIS 1R studens famyagress lpegDelgnare yalley. | gl
glad to welcome back Corey Bass for another year as our
Kadima advisor. Annual Membership Dues for Kadima are
$30 per child.

Our award winning USY Chapter for 8"-12" graders is
amongst the elite in the Hagesher Region. We average 3
events a month and have a very active chapter. | am thrilled
that Michael Saks will once again be our USY advisor. Annual
Membership Dues for USY are $40 per child. Students going
into 8th grade who had r of Bat Mitzvgh_at Beth El re-
éceEl’vé a 1%tqy(;%1;gfr§eemen%b§re\s%%! TN 9 oL 7N BT
u
the synagogue lobby. All of our youth groups will be holding
opening events in September. Check out pages 8, 9, and 10
for event flyers. For more information, contact me in the
synagogue office or by email, Karen@BethElYardley.org

B6Shal om

Karen Lewin
TIBE Youth Director

Natural Beauty...

Enbanced

Alan
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DDS, PC
ic Dentistr
PA 19067
Free Consultation 215 5()424()0
www.alansmolendds.com
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Reeping Qur
Geens Connected

a Forum for Parents of Beth El Teenagers

Date Thursday, September 8, 2011
Time 7:45pm
Location Congregation Beth El

Sponsors Beth El Youth In-Reach Committee

Join Us! Parents of teenagers are invited to join
Rabbi Gruenberg and our Education and Youth
_ Formore npirector, Karen Lewin for an evening get
information : g
contact LO8€ether at Beth El as we discuss the various
Rebecca Good Ways we can keep our post b’nei mitzvah
atee@webegoods.0e  toang connected to and involved in the Beth El

215-504-1288
community. This forum is for adults only.



Attention Beth El Teenagers (7th-12th graders)!
Join us on Saturday, September 17th at 4pm for 3

at the home of
Rabbi and Elissg Gruenberg!
292 Cinnabar Lane in Yardley
Enjoy an afternoon of socializing,
and noshing as we discuss your
involvement in the
Beth El community.
This forum is for teens only.




as we kick off th
new year with a

Awesome Fondue Party!

Saturday night September 17, 2011
8:00-10:00 p.m.
at Congregation Beth El
375 Stony Hill Road Yardley, Pa 19067

RSVP to USY Advisor, Michael Saks
saks@temple.edu or 215284-6927
by Wednesday, September 14, 2011




Join TIBE Kadima
on Saturday, September 17th at 8pm
for Havdalah, Snacks & Wii Games!
Cost: $10 -Members & $15 -Non -Members
RSVP to Kadima Advisor Corey Bass,
cbass89@gmail.com or 267 -266 -2704






