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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 

Morning Minyan  

Sunday  8:00 AM 

Monday - Friday  7:00 AM 

Evening Minyan 

Monday - Thursday   7:30 PM 

Shabbat Services 

Friday, Nov. 4 

Friday, Nov. 11, 18, 25 

  7:30 PM 

  6:00 PM 

Saturday   9:30 AM 

Tot Shabbat, Nov. 12 10:00 AM 

Jr. Congregation, Nov. 12 10:00 AM 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION 

Synagogue Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday 9 AM - 5 PM 

Friday 9 AM - 2 PM 

Rabbiôs Office Hours 

Tues, Wed, Thurs 10 AM - 12 PM 

1 PM -    3 PM 

Friday 10 AM - 12 PM 

 

Library Hours  

Monday 1:00ð3:30 PM ;  

Sundayð9:00 AMðNoon 

Shabbatðafter Services  

or by appointment by contacting  

Renee Flager at (215) 949-0525  

Bubbesô Judaica Shop 

Bubbesô Judaica Shop Hours 

 

Sundays: 9am-12noon 

Wednesdays: 4:30-6:30pm 

Fridays: 10am-12noon 



 

 

 

 
I find myself envious of Christian clergy because of their clerical collars.  Donôt misunderstand me.  I would not want 
to wear one of those on a regular basis; a tie is more than enough for me.  However, these collars let other people 
know that this person is a clergy in some denomination.  People behave differently when they know that a member 
of the clergy, no matter the religion, is standing in their presence.  
 

In Judaism, we have no defining physical sign for a Rabbi.  Maybe they are wearing a kipah?  There are many non-
rabbis who wear their kippot in public, and in fact there is a young member of our synagogue who wears his to pub-
lic school every day.   Why would a clergy member feel the need for other people to know they are a part of this 
group?  Perhaps it affords us a certain respect that the title demands, and perhaps it might be necessary in case of 
emergency for proof that we are not using the title to our advantage.  
 

When I am not in my Synagogue clothes I can often be found wearing jeans, a t -shirt, and a baseball hat.  So it was 
that I found myself in a long holiday line at Cramerôs Bakery a few weeks ago.  I was not meaning to eavesdrop, but 
on the day before a three -day combination of Shabbat and Rosh Hashanah, the line at the bakery morphs from an 
organized line into what professionals would call a mish-mosh. Because of my anonymity as a member of the clergy, 
I overheard a woman talking to a friend about the fact she was upset with her synagogue because the board would 
not allow her family to serve pork products at her sonôs Bar Mitzvah party. 
 

I wasnôt surprised by the conversation.  Each Jew has the prerogative to observe in the manner they see fit and far 
be it from me to judge anyoneôs choices. What did strike me was the shock that this woman expressed that she was 
not allowed to go against synagogue policy and serve ham and shellfish, after her family had made such a sizable 
donation that would now never be duplicated.  I am not naïve and her reaction to this episode does not strike me as 
that atypical.  What I do think has become surprising is the level to which consumerism has taken over our country.  
We need as a country to escape this need of constant instant gratification and perhaps religion is just the tonic our 
fast-food society needs. 
 

Religion however, is not a fast food restaurant.  Religion requires some level of commitment.  The commitment is 
easy during the good times when life can seem like ordering from a proverbial McDonalds but it is always harder to 
commit when life is challenging or when it throws us an unexpected curve.  Judaism cannot cure all of our prob-
lems, but the community it provides is a place to start when it seems like there is no hope.  I have always had re-
spect for religion from a macro perspective for lasting so long in a rapidly changing world.  Judaism doesnôt have all 
the answers, but it has some and can help lead us in the exploration for more.  Through rituals and beliefs, and the 
power of the collective community Judaism can help us navigate this ever-changing and difficult world.  
 

I will close by inviting you this month (which contains no Jewish holidays except for Shabbat) to try something new 
on the menu of Jewish life.  Try one new ritual and try one new ethical act that Judaism holds as commandments.  
It may be trying to have a Shabbat dinner, or pledging to start your Thanksgiving holiday by volunteering in a soup 
kitchen.  If you are looking for suggestions I will be more than happy to help.  I know that we will all be enriched by 
this experience and that we will truly be able to feel the timelessness of the Jewish Tradition.  

 

Rabbi Joshua Gruenberg 



The Schwarzð Kurz-Zeller  

Adult Education Institute of Congregation Beth El  

Sunday Classes 
October 30th to December 18th  
  
 

Back To The Sources:  

Modern Ethical Issues 
 

Together we will explore modern ethical issues through 

the history of Jewish 

scholarship.  We will look 

at how ancient sources dif-

fered from their modern 

counterparts, and how we 

can use Jewish Scholarship 

to create a modern ethical 

world.  We will also dis-

cover times when modern 

ethical norms differ from 

the ancient source material, and then discover together 

how we can reconcile these differences.  
 

Taught by: Rabbi Joshua Z. Gruenberg 

Time: 10:00am    Location: Oneg Room 

*Note:  This class begins November 6th  
 

Interpreting Biblical Text  
 

We will use a selection of biblical texts serving as ex-

amples for our study of biblical 

Hebrew, its development, and its 

versatility.  Unique aspects will be 

of interest to those who read He-

brew, even those who do not, and 

those who can read but wish to 

gain further fluency in under-

standing what they are read-

ing.  The multiple levels of inter-

pretation, the pshat (simple/

ordinary), drash (explanatory/metaphoric), remez 

(alusion), and sod (hidden) meaning of the words will 

be discussed and explained.   This is a taste of the amaz-

ing heritage that is ours, meant to entice whoever joins 

us into the delights of reading the bible.  
 

Taught by: Gladys Schwartz 

Time: 11:00am    Location: Sanctuary 

Wednesday Classes 
October 26th to December 14th  
 

History of Zionism and (the State of) Israel 

(1880-2001) 
 

This course will trace 

the political and social 

history of modern Is-

rael since the late 19th 

century.  In the first of 

this three part course 

we will examine the 

evolution of Zionism, 

the conflict between Zionists and Arabs, and the devel-

opment of the Jewish settlement in Palestine up until the 

creation of the State of Israel.   
 

Taught by: Harriet Freidenreich 

Time: 9:30am    Location: Oneg Room 

 
 

Politics, Politics, Politics!  (Mel Brooks) 

A Look at the relationship of Israel &  

America, the Israeli Political System and  

being a Jewish in the American Political 

World.  
 

Together we will explore the  

political history of Israel, the  

history of the relationship  

between Israel and the United 

States, and Israel's ever more  

isolated place in the world.  
 

Taught by: Rabbi Joshua Z. Gruenberg 

Time: 10:30am    Location: Oneg Room 

To Register for our Fall 2011 Courses,  
contact the synagogue office,  

215-493-1707 x4 or email  
Register@BethElYardley.org  

 





 
 
 
 

 

Anna Wachspress, daughter of 
Debbie and Dan Wachspress, 
will be called to the Torah as 
Bat Mitzvah on Saturday, No-
vember 5, 2011.  For her mitz-
vah project, Anna volunteered in 
the childcare center at Home-

Front, a not-for-profit organization that provides 
housing and meals for the poor and the homeless, 
helping with children 4 years old and under while 
their moms took classes.  Mazel Tov! 

Introducingé 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am very excited to begin a new collaborative educational initiative 

this month. The Education Directors from the four Conservative syna-

gogues in Bucks County, Beth El, Brotherôs of Israel, Ohev Shalom 

and Tifereth Israel, have been busy developing a four-part collabora-

tive education series for their 6th grade classes.  There will be four 

programs in the 2011-2012 school year for all 6th graders that rotate 

throughout the congregations, focusing on middot, values.   
 

The first program will be hosted by Beth El on Sunday, November 6th 

during religious school and will focus on Kol Yisrael Arevim Ze B'zeh 

(all Israel is responsible for each other).  We have invited Steve 

Ribeck, The Kosher Cop, who will present You have the right to re-

main Jewish.  Mr. Ribeck will speak with the 6th graders about his 

experience as a Las Vegas police officer and how he, as an orthodox 

Jew, expresses his Jewish identity in a secular world.   
 

The remaining three CSI programs will focus on the values of 

P'kuach Nefesh (the preservation of body), Tza'ar Balei Chayim 

(taking care of animals) and Am Echad, Lev Echad (One Nation, One 

Heart).  Education Directors are also working together on larger is-

sues such as revising their school curriculum, professional develop-

ment ideas and building stronger relationships between the syna-

gogues. I have truly enjoyed working with my colleagues and know 

we will all benefit from this collaboration. 
 

Karen Lewin  

Scenes from Our  
Sukkot Celebration 



Celebrate  

as TIBE USY Presents  

 

Friday, November 11, 2011at Beth El  

6pm Shabbat Services followed by a great 

evening of Mad Gab, snacks, schmoozing 

& fun in the youth lounge!  
 

RSVP to USY Advisor Michael Saks, saks@temple.edu  

or 215-284-6927 by Wednesday, November 9th  

 

Practice Your  

Mad Gab Skills  

before the big event!   

Visit  
www.playmadgabonline.com  

 

Itôs Not What You SAY, Itôs What You HEAR! 



TIBE USY  

Lounge Night! 
 

Enjoy games, food & fun! 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

When: November 14th @ 7:00 pm 

 

Where: Tifereth Israel  

 

Cost: Free! 
 




