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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 

Morning Minyan  

Sunday  8:00 AM 

Monday - Friday  7:00 AM 

Evening Minyan 

Monday - Thursday   7:30 PM 

Shabbat Services 

Friday   7:30 PM 

Saturday   9:30 AM 

Shabbat Clubï May 14, 21 & 28 10:30 AM 

Tot Shabbatï May 7 10:00 AM 

Junior Congregationï May 7 10:00 AM 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION 

Synagogue Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday 9 AM - 5 PM 

Friday 9 AM - 2 PM 

Rabbiôs Office Hours 

Mon, Wed, Thurs 10 AM - 12 PM 

1 PM -    3 PM 

Friday 10 AM - 12 PM 

 
 

 

Library Hours  

Monday 1:00ð3:30 PM ;  

Sundayð9:00 AMðNoon 

Shabbatðafter Services  

or by appointment by contacting  

Renee Flager at (215) 949-0525  

Bubbesô Judaica Shop 

Bubbesô Judaica Shop 

Sundays 9am-12noon 

Wednesdays 4:30-6:30pm 

Fridays: 10am-12noon 

For special appointments call 

Toby Joseph at  (215) 321-7407.  

 

 

Please join the Beth El family  
as we say Todah and Shalom to  

Rabbi  Pivo, Lisa,  
Celia, Max & Zachary. 

 

Saturday, June 18, 2011 
9:30am 

Luncheon following services 
 

Invitations were sent in the mail. 
Please RSVP by May 18, 2011 

Come Welcome the Gruenbergs! 
 

Rabbi Joshua Gruenberg and his family will 
be spending  Shabbat at Beth El on  

Friday, June 4th & Saturday, June 5th. 
 

Please join us for Friday evening services  
at 7:30pm followed by an Oneg, and  
Shabbat morning services at 9:30am  

followed by a luncheon.  
 

We hope that all members & their families, as 
well as prospective members will come as we 
welcome the Gruenbergs to our community! 



First of all, I want to thank everyone who has sent Lisa and me a note or e -mail, called or wished us a 
mazal tov in person on finding a new pulpit and home for our family. There were far too many good 
wishes to respond to them individually, so I do so now publicly. This process has had many twists and 
turns for us, and although things did not turn out as we expected, we are very pleased with how they 
did. 
 
The Jewish holiday cycle reflects the concerns of thousands of years of Jewish history. It includes bibli-
cally commanded holidays, rabbinic innovations and the commemoration of events in modern Jewish 
history. During the month of May this year, we observe several modern additions to the calendar: Yom 
HaShoah (Holocaust Remembrance Day), Yom HaZikaron (Israelôs Memorial Day) and Yom HaAtzmaôut 
(Israelôs Independence Day). We also observe Lag BôOmer, the 33rd day in the counting of the Omer pe-
riod, which extends from Pesakh to Shavuot. 
 
The Omer period, also known as sefirah, ócounting,ô originally marked the beginning and end of the 
spring harvest season, culminating with the holiday of Shavuot, whose name, literally óweeks,ô indicates 
that it ends those seven weeks of harvest. Later rabbinic tradition identified the theme of redemption 
with Pesakh and that of revelation with Shavuot, and in so doing gave the Omer new meaning as well. 
For the rabbis, the days of the Omer mark the days that the Israelites marched from bondage in Egypt 
to the giving of the Torah on Mount Sinai. Each day is thus seen as corresponding to one of the days on 
that journey; as each day passes and is counted, we visualize the people putting their days of slavery 
one more day behind them and drawing ever closer to their fateful encounter with God.  
 
The Omer is a wonderful reminder of the significance of every moment in our lives, of the distinctiveness 
of every day. When we encounter another person, for instance, no one else in history will experience 
that moment but those who are present. And even for the participants, any given encounter will be for-
gotten, sooner or later. Because of the ephemeral nature of our lives, we must constantly strive to live 
our days in a state of heightened awareness, so that regardless of whether they are remembered by 
anyone in the future, they have meaning to us. The Omer reminds us that we are always on a journey, 
away from the distress of the past to a future touched by the promise of an encounter with God.  
 
That is how I am viewing our familyôs transition (although our past is not particularly distressing) and 
begin marking the days as we shift from one home to another. Like the omer, it is a time of great antici-
pation, as much for what is unknown as for what we already expect. And for Beth El, too, we all look 
ahead with great joy to the arrival of Rabbi Gruenberg and his family as this community marks the days 
leading up to the next chapter in Beth Elôs history. 
 
 
 



 
A HUGE thank you to the Education Committee and 
all of our Religious School Parents who volunteer 
their time during the year.  Our snack program, 
our family education program, the Hanukkah Hap-
pening, the Purim Carnival, the Dessert Buffets ï 
just to name a few - could not have succeeded 
without your help!  Thank you for being such a 
positive role model for your children.   
 
Todah Rabah to our Education Director, Karen 
Lewin and to our wonderful teachers.   And finally 
to our students:  THANK YOU for being YOU!  You 
bring a smile to my face every time I see you!  
 
Wishing you all a wonderful summer!  
 

Education Vice President 

Dear Religious School Families, 

 

It is hard for me to believe that the end of the religious school year 

is upon us!  The 2010-2011 school year has been wonderful, and I 

want to thank our religious school faculty for all of their efforts and 

for the excellent work they have done this year with the students!  I 

would also like to take the opportunity to thank our Education Vice 

President, Rebecca Good, and the entire Education Committee for 

their dedication and commitment to the Fierverker Religious 

School.  We are truly blessed to have a number of religious school 

parents who volunteer throughout the year to serve snack and help 

with our family and holiday programs.  Todah Rabah to all who 

have helped to make our religious school so great! 

 

As the year comes to a close, there are some important events com-

ing up of which I want to make sure you are aware.  Please take a 

look at the list of upcoming events at the bottom of this page.  In 

particular, I hope you will join us for Youth Shabbat on Saturday, 

May 7th, when our children and teens will lead us in Shabbat ser-

vices in the main sanctuary.  I also hope to see you at our closing 

ceremony on Sunday, May 15th.  On that day, students will have 

class from 9am-11am.  At 11am, all are invited to celebrate the end 

of the school year and the accomplishments of our students. 

 

Wishing you and your family a fun-filled, safe summer! 

 

BôShalom 

 

Karen Lewin 

Fierverker Religious School 
Upcoming Events 

 
Sunday, May 1st: Religious School 9am ï12noon 
 
Wednesday, May 4th: Religious School 4:30-6:30pm 
   Zayin Class Family Program 
 
Saturday, May 7th: Youth Shabbat 9:30am 
 
Sunday, May 8th: No Religious School - Happy Motherôs Day 
 
Wednesday, May 11th: Religious School 4:30-6:30pm 
   Gimmel Class Consecration 5:15pm 
   Jewish Community High School of Gratz College Open House 5:30pm 
 
Sunday, May 15th: Last Day of Religious School 9am - 12noon 
   Closing Ceremony at 11am in the Chapel 



Shalach Manot Thank you!  
 

My appreciation and sincerest "thank you" to all who participated so 

generously in our 2011 Purim event, giving shalach manot to friends 

and family.  Although only 1/4 of all our members did take part, we 

raised about $7500!   Imagine what we might raise if everyone joined 

together!! And it only costs $4.00 to tell someone they're special and to 

send them sweet treats..... 
 

Extra kudos to those who included all our congregants in their holiday 

good wishes! Special thanks to Ken Good for creating the flyer you 

received, to Steve Young for the scrolls for every member and staff, to 

Claire Puglise for her clerical skills and to Karen Lewin who came to 

our rescue and helped correct some problems, and for her help 

in distributing the gift bags to the families of our Hebrew school stu-

dents. 
      

The gift bags, which we hope you enjoyed, were filled by Marlene 

Boise, Lori Adlowitz, Phyllis Schwartz, Marilyn Stein and Shelley 

Szwalbenest. Our generous (of time and gas) team of deliverers were 

Lori Adlowitz, Elaine Bess, Estelle Blaustein, Harriet Dermer, Cara 

Flash, Toby Joseph, Fran Miller, Lenora Perlmutter, Zoltan Roberts, 

Phyllis Schwartz, Marilyn Stein and Shelley Szwalbenest. 
      

Once again my heartfelt thanks to my indispensable co-chair, Marlene 

Boise, for her ideas and her effort in delivering to so many of our 

widely dispersed fellow congregants.  
 

THANK YOU ALL!!!  

Irma Horowitz 

 

Mazel Tov &Todah Rabbah  

to Irma Horowitz  & Marlene Boise 

for running another successful  

Shalach Manot Fundraiser! 
 

We thank you for your dedication & 

commitment to our Sisterhood  

&  Beth El Community!!  

Itõs Time to Start Thinking 

about the 5772 Calendar!  
 

With Pesach behind us, Sisterhood is looking ahead to 
our calendar for the coming year, 5772. To make it 
easy for you to place birthdays and anniversaries, in 
memoriam, LôShana Tova greetings, and ads in our 
new calendar, please follow the link below. Then all 
you need to do is follow the instructions! For those 
without computer access a letter will be mailed.  
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/MMRN23P 
 
Instead of just listing your name on the New Yearôs 
greeting page, perhaps you would consider placing a 
¼ or ½ page personal ad to wish everyone a Happy 
New Year. 
 
Do you regularly support businesses in the area that 
have not advertised in our calendar? Why not ap-
proach the owner? Please use the flyer  on page 8  of 
this issue of The Shofar to solicit ads. Before soliciting 
businesses, please check with Sylvia Goldberg (215-
493-0788) or Toby Joseph (215-321-7407) to see if 
theyôve already been contacted. 
 
If you have any questions about birthdays and anni-
versaries, in memoriams, or New Year greetings, con-
tact Charlotte Denenberg at either 215-752-3122 or 
denenbergc@gmail.com . 
 
Please take this opportunity to support Beth El. 
 

Upcoming Events  
 

Letõs Zumba! 

Beginning Tuesday, May 3rd  

2:35 -3:35pm for 8 weeks  

See flyer on page 6  
 

 

 

Sisterhood Health Night  

Monday, May 23rd @8pm  

More Information Coming Soon!  
 
 

Sisterhood Closing Event: White Elephant Sale  

Wednesday, June 1st @ 6pm  

See Flyer on page  

Bubbesõ Judaica Shop 
 

All of our Passover merchandise is now on sale 
for 20% off. Plan ahead for next year at  

this yearõs discounted prices! 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/MMRN23P
mailto:denenbergc@gmail.com


Join The Heidi Mittleman Memorial Library  

on Sunday, May 1, 2011 at 10:00am 

as we review & discuss the #1 New York Times 

Bestselling Novel by Mitch Albom  
 

Have a Little Faith 
with our book reviewer,  Marcia Abramsohn 

Enjoy great camaraderie, insights & of course 

refreshments!  Bring your friends & neighbors! 

Have A Little Faith begins with an unusual request: an 82 
year-old rabbi from Albomôs old hometown asks him to 
deliver his eulogy.   

Feeling unworthy, Albom insists on understanding the 
man better, which throws him back into a world of faith 
heôd left years ago. Meanwhile, closer to his current 
home, Albom becomes involved with a Detroit pastor ï a 
reformed drug dealer and convict ï who preaches to the 
poor and homeless in a decaying church with a hole in its 
roof.  

As America struggles with hard times and people turn 
more to their beliefs, Mitch and the two men of God ex-
plore issues that perplex modern man: how to endure 
when difficult things happen; what heaven is; intermar-
riage; forgiveness; doubting God; and the importance of 
faith in trying times. Although the texts, prayers and his-
tories are different, Albom begins to realize a striking 
unity between the two worlds - and indeed, between be-
liefs everywhere. 



Daytime session starting May 3
rd

     

Come on, ditch the workout and join the party  

at Congregation Beth El (in the social hall)    

What is Zumba?    

Zumba fuses fitness with easy to follow Latin moves!  

Itôs Cardio, Itôs Core, Itôs Fun.   

Anybody can Zumba, so invite your friends!   

When:   Tuesdays 2:35-3:35 pm ï 8 classes - $75  

May 3rd ï June 21
st
 (min of 15 participants needed to run session)   

What do I wear and what should I bring?   
Wear comfortable clothing and sneakers.  Bring water and a mat or towel for the toning and 
stretching part of the class.  Classes are 1hr.  
 
Who is the instructor?    
Shelley Pulaski-Fisher C.Y.T. is a member of Shir Ami (sings in the choir) and has been in the health 
and fitness industry for over 30 years.  She is certified by the American Council of Exercise, Yoga Al-
liance and has been teaching   Zumba for over 3 years.    
 
How do I get started?   
Send a check,  payable to Beth El Sisterhood to the synagogue office.   
This class is open to the public so please invite your friends.    
 
Any Questions?   
Contact Gail Lander, glander266@aol.com or Barbara Melmed, bmelmed@gmail.com  

mailto:glander266@aol.com
mailto:bmelmed@gmail.com


 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 

Please support our annual Beth El Sisterhood Calendar 
 

The Sisterhood of Congregation Beth El is once again preparing its annual calendar. 
This calendar is a publication which is distributed to every member of our congrega-
tion, as well as to each vendor who places an advertisement.  The calendar is issued 
to coincide with the Jewish New Year which this year occurs in late September 2011. 
 

For information contact: Sylvia Goldberg at (215) 493-0788 or Sylvia@Bee.net,  
or Toby Joseph, 215-321-7407 

 
 

Name _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/ZIP _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone _________________________________ E-mail ______________________________________________________________ 

You Can Count on our Sponsorship Support at the following level! 

$200 Full Page ɀ (11 x 8 ½)      $20 1/8 Page ɀ (Business Card) 

 $100 ½ Page ɀ (11 x 4 ¼ or 5 ½ x 8 ½)   $ ______________________Donation 

 $50 ¼ Page ɀ (5 ½ x 4 1/4) 

 

 Enclosed is a check payable to Beth El Sisterhood for $___________________ 

 Please charge my credit card ( Visa  Mastercard) in the amount of $ ________ 

Card Number _________________________________________________  Exp. Date___________________ 

Name as appears on credit card __________________________  Signature___________________________ 

 

Sisterhoodôs prices have NOT increased  

Please note that the calendar is horizontal in layout.  All copy should be in landscape  format.  

 

Return this form with payment and ad copy to Sylvia Goldberg,  
121 Knightsbridge Drive, Yardley, PA 19067 

 

 

(The cost of all ads is a tax deduction as a contribution to a religious institution) 

mailto:Sylvia@Bee.net


BETH EL MENSô CLUB UPDATE 
 
 

Please mark your calendar for these upcoming events:  
 
May 14, 2011 - Menôs Club Shabbat ï interested in participating? Contact Mark Fried at  215-369-1944. 

 
May 15, 2011 ï Golf Outing at Northampton Country Club. We are looking for golfers and sponsors.  
                       Contact Arnie Rosenberg  215-493-2115 for more information.  

 
May 26, 2011 - Menôs Club joint event with Congregation Brotherôs of Israel: Indoor Football at the Sun  
                       Bank Center in Trenton!  Game time 7pm.  See flyer for more information on page 10.  

 
June 16, 2011 - Menôs Club Annual Car Raffle Drawing - Purchase Your Tickets TODAY!  See page 11 
 
July 28, 2011 - Join Menôs Club at the Trenton Thunder for Jewish Heritage Night - See flyer for 
                       more information.  
 

Join us on 
Sunday, May 15, 2011 
for the 2nd Annual  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beth El Men's Club  Golf Tournament 
at Northampton Valley  Country Club 
 







Beth El Menôs Club Invites You To . . .  
 

An Afternoon of Theatre  
and the World Premiere of . . . 

 

The Man Stanley  
By Ken Kaissar  

Directed by Evan Cummings  
 

 
Presented at the Walnut Street Theatre Studio 5  

Sunday, June 26 th at 2:00 pm  
825 Walnut Street, Philadelpha, PA  

 
 

Join us for a wine and cheese reception immediately  
following the performance.   

 

 
Tickets are $22.00 each payable to ñBeth El Menôs Clubò 

RSVP to Jason Waksman, 215 -396-0181 
or wakscpa@verizon.net  

 
 

Bring your friends and family for a great afternoon!  

 

THE MAN STANLEY 
A NEW PLAY BY KEN KAISSAR  

About the Play  
 

The Man Stanley is a satirical comedy that explores the role of religion in the contemporary world.  
 

When Seth, an aimless, but generous and decent man, is identified by Marissa as being the Man Stanley, he dis-

misses her and assumes sheôs a lunatic.  Until everyone he meets concurs and is convinced that he is, in fact, the 

Man Stanley.  Unfortunately for Seth, he has never heard of the Man Stanley and has no idea what anyone is talk-

ing about. But everyone he meets kneels at his feet and hangs on to his every word, joyous that the Man Stanley has 

finally come to redeem them.   The problem becomes a little hard to ignore.   
 

All Seth really wants to do is drink his coffee and read his newspaper in peace.  He must now figure out what the 

Man Stanley is and what might potentially be expected of him.   



 
Beth El Menõs Club  
invites you to  

Enjoy Kosher food, music, fireworks &  
a celebration of all things Jewish!  

Tickets: $8 per person    
Voluntary Menõs Club Donation: $5 

 

RSVP to Jason Waksman,  
       wakscpa@verizon.net  or 215- 396- 0181 

Be a part of this fabulous  
Jewish Community event! !! 






