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We hope you will join
an awesome Saturday

On February 11
Capitol Steps
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FUN - RAISER
that will keep you laughing

So if you haven’t already -
purchase your tickets today
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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
Morning Minyan

Evening Minyan

Monday- Thursday 7:30 PM

Shabbat Services

Friday 6:00 PM
Saturday 9:30 AM
Tot Shabbat, February 11 10:00 AM
Jr. Congregation, February 11 10:00 AM

HOURS OF OPERATION
Synagogue Office Hours

Monday- Thursday 9AM-5PM
Friday 9AM -2 PM
Rabbi 6s Office
Tues, Wed, Thurs 10 AM-12 PM
1PM- 3PM
Friday 10 AM-12 PM

Library Hours

Monday 1:0@ 3:30 PM ;
Sunday 9:00 AMd Noon
Shabbad after Services
or by appointment by contacting
Renee Flager at (215) 940%25

Bubbesdé Judaica

Bubbesdéd Judai ca

Sundays: 9am-12noon
Wednesdays: 4:30-6:30pm
Fridays: 10am-12noon
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In the Babylonian Talmud in the tractate Taanit, page 23a we read
following story:

While the sage Choni was walking along a road, he saw a man pla
a carob tree. Choni asked him: "How long will it take for this tree to bear frun’?"

"Seventy years," replied the man. Choni then asked:

"Are you so healthy a man that you expect to live that length of time and eat its fruit?" The man answere

"l found a fruitful world because my ancestors planted it for me. Likewise, | am planting for my children."”

It is a simple story but an incredibly powerful and effective one nonetheless. On February 8, our people
brate the holiday of Tu B®Sh eyea for.trees. (]Er/erymnngmar\restteyj priorttoh
the 18" of Shevat was counted in the measure of what needed to be tithed from the prg
year, and everything harvested beginning on the day would count towards thgarewn
our history when we have been immersed in a more agrarian society the holiday has
not only a functional role but a larger spiritual one as well. In modern Israel the holidg
great importance because there is still a large Jewish farming population and the holi
ways falls out at the beginning of spring as the beautiful white flowers of the almond t
begin to bloom.

In America and much of the Diaspora this holiday is easily forgotten. However, | think if we heed the me
sage of this Talmudic story about Choni, we will see just how important this holiday should be now more than e
As | sit and write this article on a &Rgree winter day with mounds of melting snow outside my window, | cannot
help but reflect on the status of our planet. Our weather is more erratic today than it has ever been and our pla
warming quickly. Though not an expert on global warming | can tell you that in our tradition we have a respons
ity to be the stewards of the wor | d;engage ohthat eole Wweapes
asked to play as a Jewish community.

| want to share with you two possibilities here at Beth El to engage in this responsibility. On February 8,
5:45 our confirmation class wil/| be |l eading a Tu
from the entire community. Modeled on the Passover Seder, the Tu B'Shevat Seder includes drinking four cup
wine with varying percentages of red and white wine, representing the shifting of yearly seasons. We will also &
ing foods representing the various grains and fruits that grow naturally in our world. The Seder also includes re
on trees and fruit from a range of Jewish literature. | hope that you will join us.

Min Haaretzor from the earth is the name of the new Beth EI Community Supported Agriculture program

CSA. Information has gone out to you about buying into this program which supports locally grown organic pro

In buying a share in this program you insure the continuity of our earth while being able to enjoy delicious fresh
and vegetables. For more information please see page 4 of this iIFheSfiofar

The Midrash in Ecclesiastes teaches wus, A
God took him to all/l the trees of Garden [
praiseworthy they are, and all that | created, for your sake | created it. Put your mind [to this]
you donoét ruin or destroy my worl d, for i
We have a responsibility to the natural world around us and there is no better time in our trac
to be in touch with this than on the hol i

Chag Sameach
Rabbi Gruenberg



We put the WOCK in Democracy

Miss Out!
Get your tickets NOW!

Please support
Congregation Beth El in this

S . . T important Fundraiser!

Saturday, February 11, 2012 at 8pm
at Congregation Beth El

Join Congregation Beth El for a
rip -roaring evening of political
satire, music, and comedy!
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The Capitol Steps will cause your sides to spli
-C. Everett Coop, 1/6/89

Surgeon General 6s Warmlm

Please check your ticket selection(s). Name:

General Admission

() Adults- $45 X # of tickets = Address:

() Students 21 & Under with 1B$25 X # of tickets =
() Preferred Reserved Seats$65 X # of tickets =

Sponsorships with
Preferred Reserved Seating & Reception Phone #:

Support Congregation Beth El and its mission by
sponsoring this outstanding community event! Make checks payable to
() Six Tickets with Full Page Ad$1000 Cong/‘egat/’on Beth E/
() Four Tickets with Half Page Ad$500 h ticket bsit
() One Ticket with Sponsor Listings125 Or purchase tickets on our website
http://www.BethElYardley.org



Congregation Beth El is pleased to announce
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Community Supported Agriculture
In Partnership with
Honey Brook Organic Farm

We are pleased to announce the formation of Min Ha'Aretz (“from the earth")
CSA at Congregation Beth El Yardley! CSA stands for Community Supported
Agriculture. A CSA supports local growers and farms that will provide us with
fresh, organic, local produce. This is literally from farm to table - the freshest
food available.  We are proud to be working with Honey Brook Organic Farm

as our farm partner. Honey Brook has been in the CSA business since 1991 and
offers great selection, experience and knowledge. This is also a Jewish com-
munity building venture, which will include special programming, learning,
recipes, newsletters, etc.

WE ARE VERY EXCITED ABOUT THIS NEW CSA PROGRAM and WE LOOK FOR-
WARD TO YOUR JOINING US FOR A SEASON OF GREAT, LOCAL, ORGANIC
FOOD PROVIDED TO YOU WITH A JEWISH TWIST!

Visit: http://bethelyardley.ora/images/pdf/CSA.pdf
to download an application!



http://bethelyardley.org/images/pdf/CSA.pdf
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Birthdays, Anniversaries, Baby Namings,Aufrufs, Special Occasions. Celebrate them with your Beth El com-
munity by sponsoring an enhanced Kiddush or a buffet luncheon on Shabbat. The Catering committee of-
fers four options:

1. Pastry: $4 per person

2. Pastry plus herring in wine sauce and herring in cream sauce, gefilte fish balls with horseradish, dip with
cut-up vegetables and pita chips: $7 per person

3. Dairy buffet luncheon consisting of finger sandwiches of tuna, egg, and whitefish salads, traditional Cae-
sar salad or mixed green salad, pasta primavera or farfalle with sun-dried tomatoes and basil, bagels with
cream cheese, fresh fruit salad, danish, brownies, cookies, schnecken, sodas, coffee, tea: $18 per person

Meat buffet luncheon consisting of mini sandwiches of corned beef, turkey on assorted mini rolls, grilled
vegetable wraps, pasta salad with fresh vegetables, cold poached salmon served with cucumber dill sauce,
babaganoush and humus with pita bread, coleslaw and red bliss potato salad, pickles, mustard, dressings,
fresh fruits, assorted fancy French pastries, juices, coffee, tea: $25 per person

The luncheons are limited to a maximum of 125 people. Each luncheon option includes standard white pa-
per goods and white plastic flatware. Sponsors are welcome to supply decorative paper goods, flowers,
etc. Pricing is based upon 100 people.

Please contact Phil Freidenreich, 215736-2893, pfreidenreich@yahoo.com for more information.

For larger affairs, congregants should make arrangements directly with the kosher caterer of their choice
(the synagogue office can provide a list of kosher caterers).

Join us a3.we Colebratelap

S . REE—————r- B . :
Wednesday, May 16th Sunday, May 20th
Rabbi Gruenberg’s Installation The festivities continue with a fun -filled
day of activities for the entire family!



mailto:pfreidenreich@yahoo.com

Shalach Manot for Purim

Hardl vy has winter
thinking spring and Purim! Each year
the holiday of Purim is re-told from
the book of Esther and we rejoice in
the downfall of Haman and the sur-
vival of the Jewish people. It is a
time for merriment and sharing good feelings with fam-
ily and friends.

I'n that spirit Ashal ach mas
dition which makes Purim one of the happiest holidays
of the Jewish calendar, Share the Joy!

We are once again providing the opportunity for you to

participate in this lovely custom by ordering your sha-
lach manot qift bags through Sisterhood. Please watch
your mail for the order forms.

Every member family receives a gift bag with the names
of those sending them 06go
someone speciab a bridge-playing friend, a family
youdbre close to, someone
shul, someone who has been especially warm and wel-
comingd with whom you would share this charming tra-
dition for only $4.00.

It would be marvelous to get 100% participation & for a
minimum of $4.00 sent to someone special to you!

Thanks, Irma Horowitz

Upcoming Events

UGET'READY FOR PURIM IN STYLE THIS Y

VASHTI 6s BANQ

Sunday, February 26th at Beth El
See flyer on page 6 for more details

(E/

Thank you to Charlotte Denenberg
and all our comedians for a fabulous evening!

Supermarket Gift Cards
Used just like money but helps Sisterhood. The gift ca

program is now computerized which will make it easier for §

everyone to participate in this program.
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Thank you
to Linda

3 Greenberg
iy kPeborghy

Lubin

rd

for planning
a fabulous
weekend of

Letds make this a 100%
GIFT CARDS FOR: AVAILABLE FROM:
Acme Pathmark [ Synagogue Office:
Mon. - Thurs. 9:00 AM- 5:00 PM,
- - except during lunch
Giant Shop Rite | Fri: 9:00 AM- 2:00 PM
Email your order to:
Mc Caf f scrip@bethelyardley.org

Celebrating ¥
Sisterhood! “

Available from Sisterhood

Cheer & Sorrow Cards: - Contact Sylvia Goldberg (A
K) at (215) 493-0788 or Trudie Solarz (L-Z) at (215) 949
-1548 to send a beautiful commemorative card for a
mazel tov, get well or memorial. The cost is $3.00.
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When: SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2012 1—4 PM
Where: Congregation Beth El, 375 Stony Hill Road, Yardley, PA 19067

Join the Sisterhoods of Beth El, Tifereth Israel & Ohev Shalom
ENJOY MASSAGE, HENNA, DANCING, STUDY,

SHOPPING WITH VENDORS & MIDDLE EASTERN FARE

Dress for the Occasion (if desired) & Bring Your Friends
$25 per person. RSVP By 2/16/2012. Call to RSVP 215-673-6430

Join us as we recreate the harem of yore —

A Place of Sisterhood, Solidarity, Support, Solace and Celebration.
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B'nei Mitzvah at, Beth El

Rex Berger, son of Judith and Mi-
chael Berger, will be called to the
Torah as Bar Mitzvah on Saturday,
February 25, 2012. For his mitz-
vah project Rex has been doing
chores for neighbors and friends in
order to raise money for the Lym-
phoma Society in honor of his
grandpa, Martin Berger who died
in July of 2010, of Lymphoma.
Mazel Tov!

Beth EL Youth Out & fbout

About 40 Beth El teens and parents volunteered their time at the
Jewish Relief Agency on Sunday, January 15th, packing and

delivering food to people in need in the Philadelphia area.

TIBE Kadima hanging out for the night on
Saturday, January 21st at Bounce U

Youth & Education Upcoming Events

Saturday, February 4th
TIBE USY Goes to Bounce U at 7:30pm

Bucks County Jewish Community Jewish Jam
for 6th, 7th & 8th graders
at the Newtown Swim Club, 7-10pm

Tuesday, February 7th
Post BOnNnei Mi t9thgraders)T e ¢

Gathering with Rabbi Gruenberg
6pm at Beth El

Wednesday, February 8th
Rel i gious School

TuB6 S

Saturday, February 11th
Jr. Congregation & Tot Shabbat, 10am

Haftarah Trope Club, 11am

Tuesday, February 14th
Post BoOnei Mi t-22thaydader$)e e
Gathering with Rabbi Gruenberg
6pm at RedBerry Frozen Yogurt
in the Giant Shopping Center

Friday, February 24th
TIBE Youth Dinner
for all youth groups
6:30pm at Tifereth Israel in Bensalem

Saturday, February 25th
TIBE Kadima Purim Olympics
6:30pm at Beth El

Sunday, March 4th
Religious School Dismissal at 11am
Purim Carnival 11am-1pm

Wednesday, March 7th
Religious School Dinner, 5:30pm
Erev Purim Megillah Reading
6:30pm with a special video presentation

h



Bounce on Over to
A5

with TIBE & Ohev USY!

When: Saturday February™

Where: BounceU
2221 Cabot Blvd., Suite C Langhorne, Pa.

Time: 7:30 pm9:30 pm

Cost $15/members & $20/nemembers
(This includes food and drinks)

Space is limitedso if you plan to attend
contact Michael Saks at
saks@temple.edor 2152846927

by Friday, February 3™ at the latest!



mailto:saks@temple.edu
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forums for our po$tnei Mitzvah Teens

All8th & 9th gradersare invited to @
join us on Tuesday, February 7th, 6pm
at Congregation Beth El

Teens are invited to bring a dairy dinner
& Rabbi Gruenberg will supply dessert.

All11th & 12th graders are invited to
join us on Tuesday, February 14th at 6pm
at RedBerry Frozen Yogurt
In the Giant Shopping Center

Don’t miss these opportunities
to hang out, socialize
eat and learn a

® little together !
3 e

.~




TIBE Youth Groups

Jr. Kadima, Kadima, USY, and Families

Date:  Friday, February 24, 2012

Time:  6:30pm (Dinner) 8:00pm (Services) Jom s f()l"

Dinner: Salad, Baked Ziti, Ice Cream Bar Sh]bbat
JIIC .

Location: Congregation Tifereth Israel
2909 Bristol Rd. in Bensalem

Cost:  $15/adult, $12/child (all youth groups) 3
Free /Kids Under 5 ﬁ 4
$50/family maximum -

RSVP: by 2/17/12 by sending in form and check

payable to Congregation Beth E/
to either the Tl or BE office.

Family Name: Names of Adults: :
: Child: Grade:___ Child: Grade:  :
: Child: Grade:_ Child: Grade: :

Phone Number:

Amount Enclosed: $

Contact Karen Lewin at (215)493 -1707 x3 or

: Karen@BethElYardley.org with any questions.
: Please let us know of allergies or special food Needs.
- TIBE Youth Shabbat Dinner



mailto:shirabera@comcast.net

' TIBE Kadima =
Proudly Presents | W0
The First Ever & Fabulous "

Puriv OLynpIG:

Saturday, February 25, 2012
6:30pm
at Congregation Beth El
375 Stony Hill Road in Yardley

Enjoy a fun -filled evening of
Color War Games connected to the

holiday of Purim, delicious Purim
refreshments and tons of fun! Laty Graga
andé | t 6 s /) ! Purim $i

nr Down

RSVP to Corey Bass
N cba3389@gmall com
or 267 -266-2704

il ‘Ze;@
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POLITICAL ISSUES AS THE?
RELATE TO THE MODERN JE

with ?
RABBI JOSHUA
GRUENBERG

Sunday, February 5, 2012
10:30 AM

Cost for program & brunch:
$13 for members
$18 fornon -members

RSVP by Friday, January 27th
No Money will be taken at the door.

Return this Form with Your Check PayableBeth El Hazako Sara Pollock 21 Tupelo Lane, Langhorne, PA 190475

¢ Name:

Phone Number: # of People Attending:

Amount Enclosed: $
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BETH EL MENOS CL UB:JOIN BETHEL MEN’S CLUB FOR A GREAT ¢
HOCKEY, HOCKEY, AFTERNOON AT THE THEATRE

AND MORE HOCKEY

TRENTON TITANS
VERSUS
AR ELMIRAJACKALS
RECSCA) AT SUN NATIONAL BANK
VS CENTER, TRENTON. NJ

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2012

BRISTOL RIVERSIDE THEATRE
120 RADCLIFFE STREET, BRISTOL, PA

SUNDAY, MARCH 4, 2012 - 3 p.m.

LIMITED NUMBER OF TICKETS FOR THIS
ONE WEEK PERFORMANCE
(FIRST COME, FIRST SERVE)!

THE PUCK DROPSAT 4 PM
$36.00 PER TICKET
BRING YOUR FRIENDS!
$10.00 PER TICKET PLUS Br:: dwy,f:‘ﬁf:ff:tm
$5.00VOLUNTARY About the ;excs i

MENGS CLUB DONAT

LIMITED # OF TICKETS AVAILABLE
RSVPJASONWAKSMAN@GMAIL.COM
NO LATER THAN FEBRUARY 12 ™

8.

DON’T MISS OUT - RSVP NOW
JASONWAKSMAN@GMAIL.COM
1224244222222 2222224242222222222222224
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Join Beth EI
Yom Hashoah Candles
for the Congregation!

Sunday, March 25, 2012
Start time: 9am

—=

Guess who’s coming
to Breakfast '

SND
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|
ot

»==..=_._;'“ Enjoy a little nosh
| with us in the
Oneg Room!

Join Beth El Mens’ Club so you can attend
our breakfast on April 28" and schmooze

NS with our celebrity speaker!
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mailto:JASONWAKSMAN@GMAIL.COM

Beth El Men’s Club proudly presents

Jewish Views
on Menos | S

with Rabbi Joshua Gruenberg

Meeting on the 2nd
Wednesday of each month.
Our next session will be held on

Wednesday, February 8th
from 7:45pm  -9:00pm

We'll engage in discussions about
parenting, men’s health, family
responsibility, gambling,
sports & more!

Father
Co-Worker




Get Ready for PURIM!!

The Story of Purim The Story Continued What we do on Purim
Purim is one of the most joyous and enjoy- - i The celebration gf Purim focuses on the
able holidays on the Jewish calendar. It com- . | factthatthe Jewish people were saved by

| Esther and Mordecai®

Read the Megillah

~ Traditionally the scroll of

\ Esther is read out loud at syna-

| gogue twice on Purim: once at
night and once during the day.
The scroll from which we read

is called aMegillah; it contains the story of

Esther. The whole story is read aloud for

memorates a time when the Jewish people
living in Persia, were saved from extermina-
tion. The story of Purim is told in the biblical
book of Esther. The heroes of the story are =
Esther, a beautiful young Jewish woman
living in Persia, and her cousin Mordecai, |__
who raised her as if she were his daughter

Esther was taken to the house of Ahashverus
King of Persia, to become part of his harem.
King Ahashverus loved Esther more than his|.

all to hear.
other women and made Esther queen, but t . , " . .
king did not know that Estherwasa\]ewr,].iahe word Purim meanoOnel ofsburnmoy emegts

because Mordecai told her not to reveal hef€ lottery that Haman used to choose thable aspects is that when th
identity. The villain of the story is Haman, an date for the massacre. Mordecai persuadegame of Haman is read fron

advisor to the king. Haman hated Mordecai=Sther to speak to the king on behalf of thehe Megillah, people make

because Mordecai refused to bow down t@€WiSh PeopleThis was a dangerous thing noise to drown out the evil

Haman saying that he would only bow to'° Esther to‘ do, because anyone who camgame of the villain with a noise maker
God. Out of anger against Mordecai Hamar"©© the King's presence without being sumcalled agroggeror R a 6 a i riebrew.

| h . ish | moned could be put to death, and she had not _
Hieman 101d the Ving hat the Jowish peap2eN SummonedBut when Esther ap- Dress in costumes

: : . proached the king, he welcomed her. LaterMistaken identity plays an important role
gg:ﬁ tﬂf:éegft’ e?;tytgﬁ:;rlar\)/\;;}(rec?s dalfrzzr?rr]\; he revealed her identity as a Jew and told in Purim. Esther hid her

i ' i SpaaRand i i
they do not observe the king's lawshis put he king of Haman's plot against her people \’ V"i\J,V"‘j Jewish heritage from the

the fate of the Je WThg Iﬁ}ewis@ %r?qu were isaﬁ/ed ﬁrﬁjaﬁ%rgg s king. We too hide our iden-

tities on Purim as children
hands, to do as he pleased to them. Hamaf{asS nang on’the _gallows that
planned to extermir?ate all of the Jews prepared for Mordecai and the Jews. and adults dress up as char-

acters from the Megillah or as whatever we
Full Camp Fee Scholarships Available! B

feel like.

Eat special foods

We eat triangular cookies filled ¢

with fruit on Purim that help us

to recall the evil villain Haman

who wore a 3 cornered hat. The

cookies are callellamantaschein Yid-
dishandarecalle@z 6 nai (litdralipa n
the fiears of Hamano)

t Shalach Manot
Wl Lastly, giving gifts of food to

Nestled in the Pocono Mountains, Golden Slipper Camp is an outstanding overnight
camping facility that offers a full range of programming while embracing Jewish
traditions and values. friends and giving to those less
fortunate are two importamitz-

voton Purim; both of these cus-

toms are ways of sharing our joy.

+ Generous Scholarships Available -up to Full Taition!
+ Special Events, Sports & Activities Galore
+ Exciting New Jewish Programming
+ New for 2012: Laser Tag Park!

Erev Purim is on Wednesday, March 7th.
Megillah Reading will be at 6:30pm. On

March 8th Megillah Reading will be at
7am. And of cour se,
-4

Carnival on Sunday, March 4th from 11am
-1 pm.

GOLDEN
SLIPPER

CAMP FOR BOYS & GIRLS

Hag Purim Sam

Call 610-660-0520 with any questions. Applications are available online or by request.

@ www.goldenslippercamp.org
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Purim Carnival

Sunday, March 4, 2012

1llam- 1pm
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Buy your tickets in advance and save!
3 tickets for $1
Fill out the coupon below and return it to
the school office by February 29th.

Family Name:
Number of tickets requested:

Amount Enclosed:$ ODNH FKHFNV SD\DEOH WR "% HWK (O 372




