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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 

Morning Minyan  

Sunday  8:00 AM 

Monday - Friday  7:00 AM 

Evening Minyan 

Monday - Thursday   7:30 PM 

Shabbat Services 

Friday   7:30 PM 

Saturday   9:30 AM 

Tot Shabbat 8/6/11 & 8/20/11 10:00 AM 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION 

Synagogue Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday 9 AM - 5 PM 

Friday 9 AM - 2 PM 

Rabbiôs Office Hours 

Mon, Wed, Thurs 10 AM - 12 PM 

1 PM -    3 PM 

Friday 10 AM - 12 PM 

 

Library Hours  

Monday 1:00ð3:30 PM ;  

Sundayð9:00 AMðNoon 

Shabbatðafter Services  

or by appointment by contacting  

Renee Flager at (215) 949-0525  

Bubbesô Judaica Shop 

Donôt Miss Bubbesô Judaica 

Shop reopening on  

Sunday, September 11th 

9am to 12noon 

and our wonderful  

new merchandise! 

Summer is Almost Over!  

 We Hope Youõll Plan to Spend 

Quality Time at Beth El Soon!

Four different opportunities for  

members to meet our new Rabbi  

For more details see page 3  
 

Fabulous Outdoor Shabbat Dinner & 

Friday Evening Services at 6pm  

For more details see page 4  
 

Fantastic BBQ complete with delicious 

food, entertainment & loads of Fun!  

For more details see page 7  



As the summer winds along I am reminded of my days as a camper and counselor at Ramah in 

the Berkshires.  In truth, geographically, the camp does not sit in the locale of the Berkshire 

Mountains.  In actuality, it exists on the edge of the Appalachian Trail in Wingdale, NY.  I am 

not sure what it was about Camp Ramah that led me to spend 10 summers of my life there.  I can assure you it was not the active hustle 

and bustle of life in Wingdale.  It probably was a mixture of things: the opportunity to spend summers with my brothers; the chance to 

make some of my greatest friends to this day on the Ramah playing fields; and my parentsô feelings that Ramah was my best option.  As a 

counselor this all held true and I got to help others in the process have this great experience.  

 

Yet, for now I want to focus on something completely different about camp that kept me coming back all those years.  Shabbat!  Shabbat 

at camp was a magnificent thing.  I would like to try and describe it for you to the best of my ability, but should you need further clarifica-

tion ask any of the many Beth El youth who either have or who are spending a summer at Camp Ramah.  For me the Shabbat process 

starts about two and a half hours before candle lighting as regular activities come to a halt and Shabbat preparation begins.  The most im-

portant thing in this period is to choose the right shower-time.  You donôt want to shower too early because then you have to stay clean 

longer, and you donôt want to shower too late because then there is no hot water.  Next you rifle through the piles of your clothing to find 

the one clean white shirt that you have to wear in honor of Shabbat. 

 

The next scene brings hundreds of Jewish children and young-adults all wearing white shirts flocking to a beautiful outdoor setting where 

they will form one of the largest Shabbat evening services in the world.  To hear the collective power of these voices welcome the Sabbath 

bride is inspiring ï time after time.  After Services are over every human being in camp makes the trek to the dining room for Shabbat 

dinner, which is usually tasty, crowded, loud and also quite hot.  Next you again hear the voices singing Shabbat songs and the Birkat 

Hamazon, and they make you forget how hot and crowded you really are.  

 

Shabbat morning starts out with services and breakfast and then your Shabbat free-time.  It is during that time that you play sports, catch 

up with friends, take a Shabbat walk with that special someone, take a nap, or even study a little.  It is not only the most relaxed time of 

Shabbat but the most relaxed time that you experience throughout the summer.  In a way Shabbat afternoon becomes an existential mani-

festation of Shabbat itself.  Finally, Shabbat always winds down with a final meal where ice cream is always served and then Havdalah 

held at a beautiful outdoor spot in camp. 

 

In a word Shabbat in Camp Ramah is perfect.  It is what Shabbat is meant to be.  There are some factors that work in this settingôs fa-

vor.  Celebrating Shabbat where the outside world is shut out helps one to focus on the special day and its true meaning.  During Shabbat 

at Camp Ramah there was no where else that one could go, there was no television to watch, no mall to shop at and no distractions pre-

venting one from having a peaceful and spiritual experience.  Shabbat at camp created a built-in community of Shabbat worshippers. 

 

Unfortunately, the world is not Camp Ramah and truly experiencing Shabbat the way it is meant to be experienced is sometimes, even 

often times, a great challenge. When I go on vacation it can be an effort to get up on a Saturday morning to make sure that I attend syna-

gogue before going to the beach.  But if the summer is filled with vacation than it is perfect for Shabbat, as at its core Shabbat is a vacation 

from the every-day living we engage in the other six days. 

 

Perhaps one of the greatest aspects of Shabbat is that it is portable. What I propose for all of us is to find at least one Shabbat this summer 

and to create our own Camp Ramah wherever we may be.  For some it might be in Bucks county and for others on the shores of a beauti-

ful beach.  Wherever it is, we must each pledge to make that Shabbat as pure and as holy as we possibly can and to enjoy the ritual, beauty 

and splendor that is Shabbat.  You might be anywhere in the world, but when the sun goes down on Friday afternoon, your Shabbat can 

begin.  Invite a few friends to celebrate with you.  Find a synagogue to visit for a new experience. .  Light candles, make kiddush or simply 

share the quiet of a summer night at the beach or lake with your family.  Take the day and walk and talk and share with those you love. 

 

Let me close by wishing everyone a happy and healthy end to the summer, and good luck in creating a beautiful Shabbat this summer that 

you will remember and gain strength from in the months ahead. 

  

Rabbi Joshua Gruenberg 



 

Sponsored 

by the  

Rabbinic 

Transition 

Committee 

Congregation Beth El Presents 
 

Gatherings with the Gruenbergs 
Please join us in the homes of our members 

during the next several months! 
 

Wednesday, August 17th at 8pm 
The first event is for  high school graduates  

from the classes of 2007- 2011 only. 
Hosted by Debbie & David Sokol 
1407 Silo Road Yardley, PA 19067 

 RSVP: 215-369-3438 or dd.sokol@verizon.net 
 

All adult  members are invited to attend one  
of the dairy dessert events listed below.     

Please RSVP to the host as space is limited. 
  

Tuesday, August 30th at 8pm 
Hosted by Jill & Alan Smolen 

1080 South Kimbles Road Yardley, PA 19067 
RSVP: jill.smolen@prufoxroach.com 

 

Wednesday, September 14th at 8pm 
Hosted by Michelle & Michael Weinberg 

1329 Apple Blossom Drive Yardley, PA 19067 
RSVP: 215-321-1312  or MSW1329@verizon.net 

 

Wednesday, September 21st at 8pm 
Hosted by Barbara Fineman 

8 Sagebrush Lane Langhorne, PA 19047 
RSVP: 215-750-1144 or bfine15@verizon.net 

 

Future dates will be announced soon! 

mailto:dd.sokol@verizon.net


 

 

Congregation Beth El  
invites you to join us for a fabulous evening... 

 

 
 

Shabbat 
Under the Stars!! 

Friday, August 19th @ 6pm 
 

Enjoy an Outdoor Shabbat Dinner followed by 
Friday Evening Shabbat Services for  
Adults & Children of All Ages! 

Meet Rabbi Gruenberg & His Family! 

 
 
 

 

Cost $12/Adult $6/Child 
RSVP by August 12th  
to the synagogue office. 
Call  215- 493- 1707 x4 or  

Email: register@bethelyardley.org 
 



    

  

 Ð Meet our new Rabbi,  

    Joshua Z. Gruenberg! 
 

 Ð Enjoy a guided tour of our facility!  
 

 Ð Learn about all our welcoming 

    community has to offer!  
 

 Ð Find out about our Religious School   

    program & a free tuition offer!  
 

 Ð Inquire about our generous  

    new member incentives! 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Attention Beth El Members! 
Spread the Word!  

Invite Your Friends & Neighbors! 
To RSVP Call  215- 493- 1707 x4   



A Message from Our Youth Committee Chair 
 

Dear Families: 
 

I hope that you are having a wonderful summer!   Over the past 

few months, the excitement has been building at Beth El.  With a 

new Rabbi now on-board, we see a brighter future -one filled with 
growth and change. 
 

Many of you have expressed to me that you want your teenager to 

be more connected to Beth El.  You clearly seek connections that 
would be meaningful for your teenager(s).   Of course, such con-

nections can manifest themselves in different ways for each indi-
vidual. With this in mind, we have scheduled two get -togethers to 

obtain your feedback and that of your teen(s).  The meetings are 

scheduled as follows: 
 

       Å Adults Only Youth Forum - Thursday, September 7th     

        Immediately following Minyan at 7:45pm at Beth El.  
 

       Å Teen Only Youth Forum ï Saturday, September 17th  
   at 4:00pm @ Rabbi Gruenbergôs House. 

 

In order to ensure success for youth in -reach, I am launching a 

Beth El Youth In-Reach Committee.  The structure of this Commit-
tee is that there will be adult links to the various Beth El Commit-

tees:  Religious Activities, Religious School, Social Action, etc.   

(This Committee is nearly in place, the details of which I will share 
with you at the High Holidays.)  The feedback that is obtained at 

these open meetings is a vital starting point for the work of the 
Youth In-Reach Committee. 
 

I hope that you will put these meetings on your calendar and come 

to share your thoughts!  Please feel free to let me know if you have 
any questions:  qtee@webegoods.org or 215-504-1288. I look for-

ward to seeing you. 
 

Rebecca Good 

Rebecca Good 

Youth Committee Chair 

From the Education Director  
 
Shalom!  I hope you are enjoying the summer. I canôt 

believe August is already here.  The religious school fac-
ulty and I have been busy getting ready for the school 

year.  I am looking forward to telling you about some 

new and exciting religious school initiatives in the up-
coming weeks.   

 
The first day of religious school is on Sunday,  Septem-

ber 11th.   We will begin the day with a religious school 
community (students, parents and teachers) wide as-

sembly at 9am.  Following the assembly, students and 

teachers will go to their classes and all parents are in-
vited to a Meet and Greet (and nosh of course), during 

which you will have the opportunity to learn about your 
child(ren)ôs religious school curriculum and more!  Look 

for further details coming soon in your opening religious 

school mailing and via email.  
 

If you have not already done so, please send in your 
childôs religious school registration form as soon as possi-

ble.  In order to make your childôs religious school ex-
perience a meaningful one, the teachers must be in-

formed of who is attending their classes this year.  

Please help us expedite the process of getting accurate 
information to teachers by registering today!  Thank you!  

 
I look forward to greeting all of you on September 11th 

and to a wonderful year at The Fierverker Religious 

School! 
 

BôShalom, 

Karen Lewin  

mailto:qtee@webegoods.org


 

Hazakôs Dancing Musical Kickoff 

 
Sunday,  

September 25th 
 at 10am 

Beth El's Annual  

BBQ  
Boisterous Bustling  
Quintessential fun! 

 

Sunday, September 18th 
 at Chai Noon 

 

Last chance to party  
before we atone! 



 

In Search of Great  
Volunteers for the  

High Holidays!  
 

Do you like to Zumba? 
Come Zumba at Beth El 
beginning Wednesday,  

October 26th! 
 

Class will take place in the  
evening beginning at 7:15pm 

 

 
 

For further  
information  

contact 
Faye Laveson,  
215- 757- 1819  

or  email  
klaveson@aol.com 

 


